
Authority  
 
The Code of Virginia, §20-108.2 (H), sets forth the authority for the Secretary's Child 
Support Guideline Review Panel:  
 
The Secretary of Health and Human Resources shall ensure that the guideline set out in 
this section is reviewed by October 31, 2001, and every four years thereafter, by the 
Child Support Guidelines Review Panel, consisting of 15 members that include four 
legislative members and 11 nonlegislative citizen members. Members shall be appointed 
as follows: three members of the House Committee for Courts of Justice, upon the 
recommendation of the chairman of such committee, to be appointed by the Speaker of 
the House of Delegates in accordance with the principles of proportional representation 
contained in the Rules of the House of Delegates; one member of the Senate Committee 
for Courts of Justice, upon the recommendation of the chairman of such committee, to be 
appointed by the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections; and one representative 
of a juvenile and domestic relations district court, one representative of a circuit court, 
one representative of the Department of Social Services' Division of Child Support 
Enforcement, three members of the Virginia State Bar, two custodial parents, two 
noncustodial parents, and one child advocate, upon the recommendation of the Secretary 
of Health and Human Resources, to be appointed by the Governor. The Panel shall 
determine the adequacy of the guideline for the determination of appropriate awards for 
the support of children by considering current research and data on the cost of and 
expenditures necessary for rearing children, and any other resources it deems relevant to 
such review. The Panel shall report its findings to the General Assembly as provided in 
the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of 
legislative documents and reports before the General Assembly next convenes following 
such review. Legislative members shall serve terms coincident with their terms of office. 
Nonlegislative citizen members shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. All members 
may be reappointed. Appointments to fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, 
shall be made for the unexpired terms. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as 
the original appointments...  
 
...The Department of Social Services shall provide staff support to the Panel. All agencies 
of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Panel, upon request.  
 
 
 
The chairman of the Panel shall submit to the Governor and the General Assembly a 
quadrennial executive summary of the interim activity and work of the Panel no later 
than the first day of 2006 regular session of the General Assembly and every four years 
thereafter. The executive summary shall be submitted as provided in the procedures of 
the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative documents 
and reports and shall be posted on the General Assembly's Web site. 


